
IAI/EC/45/FNRPT 
1 

 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 
 
19 June 2018 

 

 

  

 	  

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL TO THE  
INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL  
CHANGE RESEARCH 

	  

Forty-fifth meeting 
Antigua, Guatemala, 19 June 2018 
 

	  

 
Report of the 45th meeting of the IAI Executive Council 

 
 

1. This document has been prepared by the IAI Directorate. 
 

Introduction 
 

2. The Executive Council to the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research held 
its forty-fifth (EC-45) meeting in Antigua, Guatemala, on 19 June 2018. 
  

3. It adopted two decisions and five recommendations. These decisions and 
recommendations are provided in section I of the report. 
 

4. The account of the proceedings and discussions of the meeting is provided in section II 
of the report. 
 

Section I 
 
Decisions and recommendations adopted by the Executive Council at its forty-fifth 
meeting 

 

Decisions and recommendations 

 

Decisions and recommendations made at the 45th meeting of the IAI Executive 
Council 
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Science -Policy Advisory Committee 
 

Approval of the Reports of the 43rd and 44th meetings of the EC 
 
XLV/1. The Executive Council approved the reports of its 43rd and 44th meetings 

 
 
 
Establishment of a committee to recommend candidates for the Scientific 
Advisory Committee (SAC) elections, on the second day of CoP-26 

 
XLV/2. Iinvites the Conference of the Parties to establish a committee to recommend 
candidates for the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) elections, on the second day of 
CoP-26 

 
 
Establishment of a committee to recommend candidates for the Science-
Policy Advisory Committee (SPAC) elections, on the second day of CoP-26 

 
 
Directed to the Conference of the Parties 

XLV/3. Invites the Conference of the Parties to direct the Executive Council and the 
Rules of Procedure Committee, with the support of the IAI Directorate, to draft rules of 
procedure for election of the Science-Policy Advisory Committee for consideration at the 
twenty-seventh meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

XLV/4. Invites the Conference of the Parties to direct the Scientific Advisory Committee 
and the Science-Policy Advisory Committee to hold its meetings, physical and virtual, 
jointly 

XLV/5. Invites the Conference of the Parties to consider the re-scheduling elections to 
the Science-Policy Advisory Committee to its twenty-seventh meeting 

 

Financial and Administrative Committee report 
 

Directed to the Conference of the Parties 

XLV/6. Invites the Conference of the Parties to approve the Financial and Administrative 
Committee report 

 
 
Auditors Report and approval of Financial Status Report, Financial items to 
be forwarded to the CoP-26 
 

Directed to the Conference of the Parties 
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XLV/7. Invites the Conference of the Parties to approve the auditors’ report and the 
financial status  

XLV/8. Invites the Conference of the Parties to approve the Core Budget and Country 
Contributions for FY 2018-2019 and to consider the Preliminary request 2019-2021 

 

Directed to the Conference of the Parties 

 

IAI Strategic Plan 

XLV/9. Invites the Conference of the Parties to direct the Directorate, in collaboration 
with the Science Advisory Committee, the Science-Policy Advisory Committee and 
interested Parties, to draft a new IAI Strategic Plan 

 

Approval of the items to be forwarded to the CoP-26 

Directed to the Executive Council  

XLV/10. The Executive Council approved the Decisions and Recommendations for 
forwarding to CoP-26. 

 
 

Section II 
 

Proceedings of the Meeting 

 

Introduction 

 

5. In accordance with the Agreement establishing the Inter-American Institute for Global 
Change Research, Article VI, The Executive Council, paragraph 3, the 45th meeting of 
the Executive Council to Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research was held 
in Antigua, Guatemala on 19 June 2018. 
  

6. This meeting is being held back-to-back with the 26th meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties (CoP-26, Antigua, Guatemala, 2018) in accordance to Article VI, paragraph 3 of 
the Agreement establishing the Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research 
and Decision XXV/19: Joint SAC, SPAC and EC-CoP meetings. 
 

7. The meeting was chaired by Ms. Maria Uhle from the United States of America. 
 

8. The Science-Policy Workshop was chaired by the Chair of the SAC and the Chair of the 
SPAC. 
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9. The following Parties to the Agreement with membership in the Executive Council 

attended: Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Panama, and United States. Non-EC Parties present 
as observers were Ecuador, Guatemala, Peru, and Uruguay. 
 

10. The list of observers is provided in the List of participants which is attached as an Annex 
to this document. 

Morning session 

Opening of the meeting 

Welcome by representative of Guatemala 

11. The representative of Guatemala extended a warm welcome to the participants of the 
week’s meetings and hoped for four days of fruitful exchange of information, 
collaborative work, and shared understanding. Guatemala also expressed its gratitude 
for the opportunity to host the 26th meeting of the Conference of Parties to the IAI.  
  

Welcome by the Executive Council Chair 

12. The Chair of the Executive Council expressed its thanks to Guatemala for hosting the 
meeting and its warm hospitality and was thankful to Party representatives in 
attendance, delegates from the SAC and SPAC and from the two sister organizations. 
She also expressed her support for the 2nd Science-Policy workshop which would assist 
the IAI in enhancing its role in the provision of scientific information to policy makers and 
stakeholders.  
 

Agenda item 1: Approval of the agenda 

 
13. The Chair invited members of the Executive Council to approve the agenda. 

  
14. The Agenda was approved by consensus. 

 

Science-Policy Workshop 

 

15. Following the approval of the agenda, the Chair opened the 2nd Science-Policy 
Workshop. 
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16. The report of the 2nd Science-Policy Workshop is available as document no. 
IAI/COP26/SPW/FNRPT1 
 

Afternoon session  

Agenda item 2: Approval of the Reports of the 43rd and 44th meetings of the Executive Council 

 

17. The Chair invited members of the Executive Council to approve the reports of the 43rd 
and 44th meetings of the Executive Council.  
  

18. The reports were approved by Consensus. 
 

Agenda item 3: Establishment of a committee to recommend candidates for the Scientific 
Advisory Committee (SAC) elections, on the second day of CoP-26 

 

19. The Chair introduced the agenda item and invited members of the Executive Council to 
participate in or to make recommendations for participation in the Committee to 
recommend candidates for the SAC. There were two vacancies for representatives to 
the SAC with five candidates.  
 

20. During the ensuing discussion the following the presentation on SAC elections, 
comments were made by Brazil, the Chair of the Standing Committee for Rules and 
Procedures, and the IAI Executive Director.  
 

21. During the discussion, the SAC Chair announced that he was up for re-election and thus 
was not in a position to provide input to the EC on the SAC elections. Another member 
of the SAC would provide SAC input on the Chair’s behalf.  
 

22. The EC Chair asked for volunteers to serve on a Committee to recommend SAC 
members. The Committee would be established during the CoP-26.  

Agenda item 4: Establishment of a committee to recommend candidates for the Science-Policy 
Advisory Committee (SPAC) elections, on the second day of CoP-26  

 
23. The Chair introduced the agenda item and invited members of the Executive Council to 

discuss the SPAC elections. The Chair informed participants, on behalf of the Chair of 
the SAC and the Chair of the SPAC, that the SAC and SPAC would recommend to CoP-
26 the postponement of elections of members to the SPAC until such a time that rules of 
procedure guiding the election of members could be drafted and adopted by the CoP.  
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	   Report of the 2nd Science-Policy Workshop of the IAI: http://www.iai.int/wp-content/uploads/iai-cop26-
spw-fnrpt-e.pdf	  
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24. During the ensuing discussion following the presentation regarding SPAC elections, 
comments were made by Brazil, the Chair of the Standing Committee for Rules and 
Procedures, the IAI Executive Director, and the EC Chair.  
 

25. A Party suggested that the SPAC hold elections and continue to function as previously 
without formal rules until the adoption of rules of procedure by the CoP. It was agreed 
that the CoP would be better served by the SPAC if it functioned according to formal 
rules. 
 

26. After this discussion, the EC decided to recommend to the Conference of the Parties to 
direct the Executive Council and the Rules of Procedure Committee, with the support of 
the IAI Directorate, to draft rules of procedure for election of the Science-Policy Advisory 
Committee for consideration at the twenty-seventh meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties (CoP-27). Elections to the SPAC would be postponed until adoption of the rules 
of procedure by CoP-27.  

 
27. The Chair closed this agenda item by thanking the members of the SAC and SPAC for 

their advice. 
 

Agenda item 5: Report of the Executive Council 

a. Activities charged to the EC and its Bureau 
b. Activities, actions and decisions of the EC Bureau or its members 

 
28. Agenda item 5 was introduced by the Chair who began her presentation by thanking 

members for their support to activities achieved during the intersessional period. 
  

29. The Chair summarized the main points in the report and invited members of the EC to 
review the report again. She concluded by inviting questions or comments on the report. 
 

30. Members of the EC took note of the report. 
 

Agenda item 6: Financial and Administrative Committee report  

 
31. The Chair thanked the Chair of the Financial and Administrative Committee (FAC) for his 

work during the intersessional period and for the submission of the Committee’s report.  
  

32. She concluded by inviting members of the Executive Council to consider the FAC’s 
recommendation regarding the IAIs core budget request. 
 

33. The IAI Directorate presented the Financial and Administrative Committee Report, 
document no. IAI/EC/45/6. 
 

34. During the ensuing discussion, comments on the IAI’s core budget request were made 
by the Executive Council members Brazil and Panama; and also the SAC Chair, the EC 
Chair and the IAI Directorate. 
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35. The IAI Executive Director explained that the purchasing power of the dollar has 

decreased considerably since 1992. Given that many Parties have not had their 
contributions increased since 1992, the core budget has decreased accordingly. The 
current contribution from some of the Parties was not sustainable. He continued by 
expressing his hope that Parties would consider the possibility of increasing their 
contributions to the core budget and consider extra-budgetary contributions in support of 
the scientific and capacity building activities of the IAI.  
 

36. He concluded by stating that the IAI Directorate was working to develop partnerships 
and increase alternate funding opportunities.  
 

37. Document IAI/EC/45/7 page 6 lists the core budget contributions of the Parties as of 
April 2018.  
 

38. On conclusion of discussion, the EC decided to forward the recommendation to approve 
the core budget request to CoP-26. However, there was consensus that the time was 
not appropriate to recommend an increase to contributions from Parties and that the IAI 
Directorate should raise the issue of contributions with Parties during the intersessional 
period. 
 

Agenda item 7:  Auditors Report and approval of Financial Status Report. Financial items to be 
forwarded to the CoP-26 

 
39. In her opening of agenda item 7, the Chair noted that the Report of the FAC stated that 

the Auditors’ report covering fiscal year 2016-17 gave an unqualified opinion that the 
IAI’s financial statement presented fairly in all material respects the financial position of 
the IAI and that Staff are commended for again receiving an unqualified audit opinion. 
  

40. Following her presentation, she invited members of the Executive Council to approve the 
financial status report and the Auditors’ report. 
 

41. The Executive Council approved the Auditors’ report and the Financial Status report. 
 

42. The Chair then invited members to consider financial items to be forwarded to CoP-26 
for discussion.  
 

43. The Chair closed this agenda item. 
 

Agenda item 8: Approval of items to be forwarded to CoP-26  

 
44. The Chair opened agenda item 8 by inviting members to consider approval of items to 

be forwarded to CoP-26. 
  

45. Members of the Executive Council approved the items to be forwarded to CoP-26. 



IAI/EC/45/FNRPT 
8 

 

Closing remarks and closure of the meeting  

 
46. The Chair invited members to make closing remarks. 

  
47. There were no closing remarks. 

 
48. The meeting was closed by the Chair on 19 June 2018 at 6:30 PM.  
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Annex 

List of participants 

 

45th Meeting of the IAI Executive Council 

Antigua, Guatemala 
19 June 2018 / 19 de junio de 2018 

 

List of Participants 
Lista de Participantes 

 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL / CONSEJO EJECUTIVO 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Ms. Maria Uhle (Chair) 
Program Director 
National Science Foundation 
703 292 2250 
muhle@nsf.gov 

Mr. Paul Filmer 
Program Director, Americas 
National Science Foundation 
Office of International Science and Engineering 
2415 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
+1 703 292 7858 
pfilmer@nsf.gov 

 

BRAZIL 

Mr. Jean Pierre Ometto 
Coordinator / Researcher 
Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais (INPE) 
Av. dos Astronautas, 1758  
São José dos Campos/SP – CEP 12227-010 – Brasil 
+55 1232087904 
jean.ometto@inpe.br 

 

CHILE 
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Ms. Gladys Santis (Vice-Chair) 
Representante IAI Chile, Oficina Cambio Climático 
Ministerio del Medio Ambiente Chile 
San Martín 73, Piso 8 
Santiago, Chile 
56225735790 
gsantis@mma.gob.cl 

 

COSTA RICA 

Mr. Roberto Villalobos Flores 
Instituto Meteorológico Nacional de Costa Rica 
Barrio Aranjuéz, San José 
506 2222 5616 ext 201 
rvilla@imn.ac.cr 
roberto.villalobos@gmail.com 

 

PANAMA 

Ms. Luz Graciela Cruz Quijada 
Coordinadora de Proyectos I + D 
Secretaría Nacional de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación (SENACYT) 
Edificio 205, Ciudad del Saber  
República de Panamá 
+507 517 0033 
lcruz@senacyt.gob.pa 

Ms. Milagro Mainieri 
Ingeniera 
Secretaría Nacional de Ciencia, Tecnología e Innovación (SENACYT) 
Edificio 205, Ciudad del Saber 
República de Panamá 
+507 517 0031 
mmainieri@senacyt.gob.pa 

 

OBSERVERS / OBSERVADORES 
 

• IAI PARTIES / PARTES DEL IAI 

ECUADOR 

Ms. Ingrid Paola Angulo Cortez 
Especialista en Cooperación Internacional 
Embajada de Ecuador en Guatemala 
4ª Avenida 12-60 Zona 14 
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2368 0397 
iangulo@cancilleria.gob.ec 

 

GUATEMALA 

Mr. Oscar Manuel Cobar Pinto 
Secretario Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología 
SENACYT Guatemala 
3ª Avenida 13-28 Zona 1, Guatemala 
+502 2317 2618 
ocobar@concyt.gob.gt 

 

PERU 

Mr. Carlos Rossi 
Ministro Consejero 
Embajada del Perú en Guatemala 
13 Calle 14-24, Zona 13, Guatemala 
+502 42209347 
carlorossi@hotmail.com 

 

URUGUAY 

Mr. Gabriel Aintablian 
Vicepresidente 
Instituto Uruguayo de Meteorología (Inumet) 
Barrios Amorín 1488 
CP 11200 Montevideo, Uruguay 
+598 99 613 531 
vicepresidente@inumet.gub.uy 

 

• ASSOCIATES OF THE INSTITUTE / ASOCIADOS DEL INSTITUTO 

CIESIN 

Ms. Susana Beatriz Adamo 
Research Scientist 
Center for International Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN) 
Columbia University 
61 Route 9W, Palisades, NY 10964 USA 
+1 845 365 8966 
sadamo@ciesin.columbia.edu 
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FAPESP 

Mr. Reynaldo Luiz Victoria 
Professor 
São Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP) 
Carolina Mendes Thame 730 
13390-000 Rio das Pedras, SP, Brasil 
+55 19 98114 9176 
reynado.victoria@gmail.com 

 

• INSTITUTIONS / INSTITUCIONES 

APN 

Mr. Tsutsui Seiji 
Director 
Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN) 
APN Secretariat East Building 4F, 1-5-2 Wakinohama Kaigan Dori 
Kobe JAPAN 
502 2364 0336 
stsutsui@apn-gcr.org 

 

• IAI INVESTIGATORS / INVESTIGADORES DEL IAI 

Mr. Arturo Sanchez-Azofeifa 
Professor 
University of Alberta 
Earth and Atmospheric Sciences Department 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, T6G2E3 
+1 780 905 0814 
arturo.sanchez@ualberta.ca 

 

Mr. Christopher Scott 
Director 
Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy 
University of Arizona 
803 E. 1st St, Tucson, AZ, USA 
+1 520 626 4393 
cascott@email.arizona.edu 

 

• SAC 

Mr. Edwin Castellanos (Chair) 
Dean of Research 
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Universidad del Valle de Guatemala 
18 Av. 11-95 zona 15 
Guatemala, Guatemala 
(502) 2364 0336 
ecastell@uvg.edu.gt 

 

Mr. Antonio Rocha Magalhães 
SQS 315 – Bloco A – Ap. 104 
55 61 32451081 
armagalhaes@gmail.com 

 

Ms. Elena Abraham 
Professor of Environmental Research 
CONICET 
Av. Ruiz Leal s/n Parque General San Martín 
Mendoza, Argentina 
+54261155320062 
abraham@mendoza-conicet.gob.ar 

 

Mr. Josh Tewksbury 
Director, Colorado Global Hub 
Future Earth 
4001 Discovery Drive 
Boulder, Colorado 80301 
206 890 7666 
josh.tewksbury@futureearth.org 

 

Ms. Tereza Cavazos 
Center for International Earth Science Information Network (CICESE) 
Carretera Ensenada – Tijuana #3918 
Zona Playitas, B.C., Mexico 
+52 646 118 6562 
tcavazos@cicese.mx 

 

• SPAC 

Ms. Brigitte Baptiste (Chair) 
Instituto de Investigación de Recursos Biológicos 
Alexander von Humboldt 
Calle 28A # 15-09 Bogotá D.C. Colombia 
+573174348073 
brigittebaptiste@humboldt.org.co 
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Ms. Evelia Rivera Arriaga 
Instituto EPOMEX, University of Campeche 
Av. Héroe de Nacozari #480 Campeche 
CP 24029 México 
+52 981 750 0024 
eveliarivera@gmail.com 
evrivera@uacam.mx 

 

Mr. Javier Gracia-Garza 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
javier.gracia-garza@canada.ca 

 

Mr. Walter E. Baethgen 
Director, R&S Program 
IRI, Columbia University 
61 Route 9W, Palisades, NY 10964 USA 
+1 845 680 4459 
baethgen@iri.columbia.edu 

 

 


