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Report of the 2nd Science-Policy Workshop of the IAl

1. This document has been prepared by the IAl Directorate.

Introduction

2. The second Science Policy Workshop was held during the 45th meeting of the Executive
Council in Antigua, Guatemala, on 19 June 2018.

Section |

Proceedings of the Meeting

Introduction

3. The 2nd Science-Policy Workshop of the IAl was held during the 45th Executive Council
meeting which was held back-to-back with the 26th meeting of the Conference of the
Parties (CoP-26 2018).

4. The list of Parties and observers attending the Workshop is provided in Annex I, the List
of participants, to this document.

Welcome by the Chairs

5. The Chair of the Executive Council welcomed the Chairs of the SAC and SPAC and
asked them to convene the Science-Policy Workshop.
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6. The Chair of the SAC welcomed the participants and introduced his hopes for a
productive exchange of information among researchers and policy makers. He
expressed his gratitude for Guatemala in hosting the meetings and highlighted the
importance of hosting this meeting.

7. The Chair of the SPAC welcomed the participants and stressed the importance of linking
science to policy, and of the opportunity for the Parties to interact directly with IAl
researchers.

Agenda item 1: Introduction of the agenda

8. The Chairs of the SAC and SPAC introduced the agenda of the 2nd Science-Policy
Workshop.

Agenda item 2: Approval of the agenda

9. The Chair of the SAC invited participants of the Science-Policy Workshop to approve the
agenda.

10. The Agenda was approved by consensus.

11. The Chair of the SAC reported on the activities by the SAC and SPAC on 17 June 2018
related to the Co-funded Small Grant Program (SGP): the role of ecosystem services in
adaptation to global change for human wellbeing, particularly their role to provide peer
review to the pre-proposals received by the IAl Directorate. He also informed
representatives on the results of the joint SAC and SPAC meeting which was held on 18
June 2018.

Agenda item 3: IPBES Regional Assessment: Americas

12. The Chair of the SPAC gave a presentation on the recent Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) Assessment Report on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services for the Americas’, intended to provide
Governments, the private sector, and civil society with scientifically credible and
independent up-to-date assessments of available knowledge to make informed
decisions at the local, regional and international levels. It provides a critical assessment
of the full range of issues facing decision-makers, including the importance, status,
trends and threats to biodiversity and nature’s contributions to people, as well as policy
and management response options.

13. Following the presentation, the Chair of the SAC opened the floor to discussion.
14. Discussion points included:

* The consideration of socio-economic factors in sustainability, governance, and
the importance of urban areas in reaching sustainability goals;

' For more information see: https://www.ipbes.net/assessment-reports/americas
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The nature of complex systems and the need to use a systems approach to
analyze tradeoffs. Participants suggested that this topic could be a topic of
interest under the upcoming 4th round of the Collaborative Research Network
(CRN4);

The need to produce and adapt new technologies to address local challenges;
That policy decisions do not occur in isolation, and they have consequences on
both natural and human systems;

That costs associated with not taking action should be compared to the costs of
taking action; and,

That workforce training, with a broad perspective in systems, multi-disciplinarity,
and science-policy processes should be considered priority.

Agenda item 4: Introduction to the IAl Open Data initiative

15. The Chair of the SAC introduced the importance of Open Data in the work of the IAl in
supporting the Americas and invited the |Al Executive Director to highlight the IAl
Directorate’s initiative on this topic.

16. The 1Al Open Data Advisor presented the IAl Open Data Catalog, currently hosted by
the National Agency for e-Government and Information Society of Uruguay. The Catalog
is built on the platform of the Agency’s Catalogo de Datos Abiertos. The preliminary
workplan for the initiative foresees it evolving over a period of three years and would
include prototyping, implementation, and outreach phases. Dr. Arturo Sanchez, who was
key partner in the development and ongoing implementation of the project, spoke on the
collaboration between the IAl, the University of Alberta, IBM, the United States National
Science Foundation and other organizations.

17. The Chair of the SAC opened the floor for discussion.

18. The following discussion highlighted:

That the need is not only to provide open data but also for policy makers to
understand how to use it, store it, and apply it.

Guatemala offered the support and lessons learned from launching of its open
data portal and successful efforts to implement an e-government system?.

That it is important to distinguish between official data in a country and data
produced by scientific groups. Ideally these should be the same, but this may
not always be true.

That data archiving is the first step. The archive itself can become a subject of
research and how can we integrate metadata into national data archives.

That special attention must be taken with traditional and indigenous knowledge
and that indigenous people should have prior and informed consent in the
possible use of their knowledge.

That policy makers may be able to access these data but data need to be
prepared by technicians, and these positions need to be supported.

2 For more information see: Comision Presidencial de Transparencia y Gobierno Electrénico (Guatemala):
http://www.transparencia.gob.gt/
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That future research is needed on how to access and use the data. Support from
the Parties is crucial for supporting this effort.

Agenda item 5: Al Strategic Plan: the next 25 years

19. The Chair of the SAC introduced agenda item 5 and invited the IAl Executive Director to
introduce the topic of Strategic Planning for the IAL.

20. The IAl Executive Director stated that there is an opportunity to reflect on the 25 years of
science produced by the IAl and to work on the articulation of a vision for the next 25
years. The existing Strategic Plan is not in force per Decision XVIII/16 (CoP-18,
Asuncion) which approved the Plan for one year only. The Executive Director spoke on
the need to seek the advice of the SAC and SPAC in the development of the Plan and in
assisting the IAl Directorate in better understanding national priorities in a regional
context.

21. Following the presentation, the Chair of the SAC opened the floor for discussion.

22. Comments provided included:

The ensuing dialogue during the meeting has resulted in a collective of ideas for
the Strategic Plan, the role of the IAl in the region, and the role of the SAC,
SPAC, EC, Parties, and IAl Directorate in collaboratively developing a new
Strategic Plan;

There was consensus that the IAl should be proud of its 25-year legacy of
scientific excellence, enhancement of science capacity, and establishing
partnerships. It is an opportune moment to reflect on the coming 25 years;

There is a need to have a more fluid communication with the Parties and to make
the results of the IAl more visible;

There is a need to identify the priorities of the Parties, what they need to achieve
targets under international environmental frameworks, such as the Paris
Agreement, and what priorities are shared across the Americas;

The new vision of the IAl should inspire new membership, increased
engagement from Parties, and direct the IAl to serve as the regional capacity
building organization for integrating science into policy.

The Al is not a funding agency, it has a role to play in bringing relevant science
to Parties to assist Parties in meeting the 2030 Sustainable Development
Agenda for the region;

A Young Fellowship Program could be an important tool for training young
scientists in transdisciplinary research and in introducing them to issues related
to science-policy processes;

The group discussed allowing States outside the region to join the IAl as
observers thereby facilitating |Al access to expertise and resources in other
regions;

That sustainability, adaptation, water security and systems were brought to the
table as topics the IAl should address to help inform plans such as National
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Adaptation Plans. This could also allow the IAl to access international funds
available for adaptation initiatives; and,

* Increasing participation of the Parties is a critical step to meeting the needs of the
region.

Agenda item 6: The role of science-diplomacy workshops

23. The Chair of the SPAC invited the IAl Directorate to introduce a panel discussion with
representatives from Panama, Guatemala and Uruguay.

24. Panelists discussed the importance of science-diplomacy, its role in the development of
national and regional policies, and the role of IAl to develop more national capacities.
Panama mentioned the organization of a science-diplomacy workshop to be held
possibly in Panama City during fall 2018. The workshop would include Central American
countries. Guatemala spoke about its science-diplomacy initiatives focusing on risk
reduction and the enhanced collaboration with Mexico arising from these efforts.
Uruguay shared its efforts on science diplomacy, particularly through the organization of
training future leaders.

Agenda item 7: APN: Translating science to policy in Asia

25. The Chair of the SPAC gave the floor to the Executive Director of the Asia Pacific
Network for Global Change Research (APN)°.

26. The Executive Director of the APN gave a presentation on regional collaborative
research, scientific capacity development, science-policy linkages, proposal
development for early-career scientists, and sub-regional science-policy activities in Asia
and the Pacific.

27. He stressed that the mission of the APN is to enable investigations of changes in the
Earth’s life support systems and their implications for sustainable development in the
Asia-Pacific region through support for research and science-based response strategies
and measures, effective linkages between science and policy, and scientific capacity
development.

Agenda item 8: Science policy results and opportunities

28. The Chair of the SPAC invited the IAl Directorate to present on the progress of CRN3
and the IAl science program.

29. The IAIl Directorate opened agenda item 8 by outlining the success of |Al-supported
researchers in informing policy across the region. She reported on the state of CRN3
before introducing three CRN3 Principal Investigators who presented their work and how
it has contributed to policy outcomes in the region. The three projects study dry forests
and their ecosystem services, nitrogen cycling and management at regional scales and
water security and water management in the Americas. Science-policy outcomes

3 www.apn-gcr.org/
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included: informing a court case regarding protected areas in Brazil, assessment of
effectiveness of Payments for Environmental Services Program in Costa Rica, the
creation of an online course in Spanish that provides climate-change capacity for
thousands of participants; how nitrogen cycles and management impact human health,
ecosystems, climate and agriculture; and adaptation strategies for water security and
water-energy-food nexus.

30. The SPAC Chair opened the floor for discussion.

31. The discussions following the presentation included:

e The communication of uncertainty to politicians who need to make policy
decisions on where and when to invest. It was noted that it is important to
distinguish the concepts of doubt, uncertainty, and error;

* That dialogue with stakeholders in both the public and private sector is necessary
to translate the scientific information so that there is a shared understanding of
the science and associated uncertainty;

* That using scenarios allows decision makers to work with uncertainty, although
tipping points are also necessary to be included in research and communication
of research.

e That it is important to recognize that information for decision-making is not the
same as information for the development of policies.

Agenda item 9: Conclusions/draft recommendations to the COP

32. Recommendations in light of discussions would be made during EC-45.

Agenda item 10: Closing remarks and closure of the meeting

33. The Chair of the Executive Committee and the SAC Chair invited members to make
closing remarks.

34. The 2nd Science-Policy Workshop was closed by the SAC Chair.
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Annex

List of participants

2nd Science-Policy Workshop of the IAI

Antigua, Guatemala

19 June 2018 / 19 de junio de 2018

List of Participants

Lista de Participantes

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL / CONSEJO EJECUTIVO

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Ms. Maria Uhle (Chair)
Program Director

National Science Foundation
703 292 2250
muhle@nsf.gov

Mr. Paul Filmer

Program Director, Americas

National Science Foundation

Office of International Science and Engineering

2415 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
+1 703 292 7858

pfiimer@nsf.gov

BRAZIL

Mr. Jean Pierre Ometto

Coordinator / Researcher

Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais (INPE)
Av. dos Astronautas, 1758

Sao José dos Campos/SP — CEP 12227-010 — Brasil
+55 1232087904

jean.ometto@inpe.br
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CHILE

Ms. Gladys Santis (Vice-Chair)

Representante IAl Chile, Oficina Cambio Climatico
Ministerio del Medio Ambiente Chile

San Martin 73, Piso 8

Santiago, Chile

56225735790

gsantis@mma.gob.cl

COSTA RICA

Mr. Roberto Villalobos Flores

Instituto Meteoroldgico Nacional de Costa Rica
Barrio Aranjuéz, San José

506 2222 5616 ext 201

rvila@imn.ac.cr

roberto.villalobos@gmail.com

PANAMA

Ms. Luz Graciela Cruz Quijada

Coordinadora de Proyectos | + D

Secretaria Nacional de Ciencia, Tecnologia e Innovacién (SENACYT)
Edificio 205, Ciudad del Saber

Republica de Panama

+507 517 0033

Icruz@senacyt.gob.pa

Ms. Milagro Mainieri

Ingeniera

Secretaria Nacional de Ciencia, Tecnologia e Innovacién (SENACYT)
Edificio 205, Ciudad del Saber

Republica de Panama

+507 517 0031

mmainieri@senacyt.gob.pa

OBSERVERS / OBSERVADORES

* |AI PARTIES / PARTES DEL IAI
ECUADOR
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Ms. Ingrid Paola Angulo Cortez
Especialista en Cooperacion Internacional
Embajada de Ecuador en Guatemala

42 Avenida 12-60 Zona 14

2368 0397

iangulo@cancilleria.gob.ec

GUATEMALA

PERU

Mr. Oscar Manuel Cobar Pinto

Secretario Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnologia
SENACYT Guatemala

32 Avenida 13-28 Zona 1, Guatemala

+502 2317 2618

ocobar@concyt.gob.gt

Mr. Carlos Rossi

Ministro Consejero

Embajada del Peru en Guatemala
13 Calle 14-24, Zona 13, Guatemala
+502 42209347
carlorossi@hotmail.com

URUGUAY

Mr. Gabriel Aintablian

Vicepresidente

Instituto Uruguayo de Meteorologia (Inumet)
Barrios Amorin 1488

CP 11200 Montevideo, Uruguay

+598 99 613 531
vicepresidente@inumet.gub.uy

ASSOCIATES OF THE INSTITUTE / ASOCIADOS DEL INSTITUTO

CIESIN

Ms. Susana Beatriz Adamo
Research Scientist

Center for International Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN)

Columbia University
61 Route 9W, Palisades, NY 10964 USA
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+1 845 365 8966
sadamo@ciesin.columbia.edu

FAPESP

APN

Mr. Reynaldo Luiz Victoria

Professor

Sao Paulo Research Foundation (FAPESP)
Carolina Mendes Thame 730

13390-000 Rio das Pedras, SP, Brasil

+55 19 98114 9176
reynado.victoria@gmail.com

INSTITUTIONS / INSTITUCIONES

Mr. Tsutsui Seiji

Director

Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research (APN)

APN Secretariat East Building 4F, 1-5-2 Wakinohama Kaigan Dori
Kobe JAPAN

502 2364 0336

stsutsui@apn-gcr.org

IAI INVESTIGATORS / INVESTIGADORES DEL IAl

Mr. Arturo Sanchez-Azofeifa

Professor

University of Alberta

Earth and Atmospheric Sciences Department
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, T6G2E3
+1 780 905 0814

arturo.sanchez@ualberta.ca

Mr. Christopher Scott

Director

Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy
University of Arizona

803 E. 1° St, Tucson, AZ, USA

+1 520 626 4393
cascott@email.arizona.edu

IAI/COP26/SPW/FNRPT
10



SAC

Mr. Edwin Castellanos (Chair)
Dean of Research

Universidad del Valle de Guatemala
18 Av. 11-95 zona 15

Guatemala, Guatemala

(502) 2364 0336
ecastell@uvg.edu.gt

Mr. Antonio Rocha Magalhaes
SQS 315 — Bloco A — Ap. 104
55 61 32451081
armagalhaes@gmail.com

Ms. Elena Abraham

Professor of Environmental Research
CONICET

Av. Ruiz Leal s/n Parque General San Martin
Mendoza, Argentina

+54261155320062
abraham@mendoza-conicet.gob.ar

Mr. Josh Tewksbury

Director, Colorado Global Hub
Future Earth

4001 Discovery Drive

Boulder, Colorado 80301

206 890 7666
josh.tewksbury@futureearth.org

Ms. Tereza Cavazos

Center for International Earth Science Information Network (CICESE)
Carretera Ensenada — Tijuana #3918

Zona Playitas, B.C., Mexico

+52 646 118 6562

tcavazos@cicese.mx

SPAC

Ms. Brigitte Baptiste (Chair)
Instituto de Investigacion de Recursos Bioldgicos
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Alexander von Humboldt

Calle 28A # 15-09 Bogota D.C. Colombia
+573174348073
brigittebaptiste@humboldt.org.co

Ms. Evelia Rivera Arriaga

Instituto EPOMEX, University of Campeche
Av. Héroe de Nacozari #480 Campeche
CP 24029 México

+52 981 750 0024

eveliarivera@gmail.com
evrivera@uacam.mx

Mr. Javier Gracia-Garza
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
javier.gracia-garza@canada.ca

Mr. Walter E. Baethgen

Director, R&S Program

IRI, Columbia University

61 Route 9W, Palisades, NY 10964 USA
+1 845 680 4459
baethgen@iri.columbia.edu
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