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Diego Ponce de Leon Barido is a MS/PhD student at the Energy and Resources Group, UC Berkeley,
interested in low-carbon economic growth, Micro hydro development, and the efficient use and
distribution of water and energy resources in megacities. He has fieldwork experience in Chiapas
(Mexico) working on microcredit schemes and river survey studies, has worked developing ‘low-
tech high impact’ water distribution systems for small communities in Uganda and Honduras, has
used GIS models and InVest (Integrated Valuation of Environmental services and Tradeoffs) to
develop a hydrological model of the Linthipe Basin (Malawi), and most recently was involved in a
project linking hydrological variability, agriculture, and energy in the sectorial economies of Punjab
and Telangana, in India. He has also worked as an economic, financial, and strategy consultant for
Analysis Group in Boston. He holds degrees in Economics and Civil Engineering from Macalester
College and the University of Minnesota respectively and has published in a variety of healthcare
economics and engineering journals. He is currently a Research Coordinator for the Fulbright
NEXUS program for The Americas.



