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Michelle Farfán Gutierrez is a biologist graduated with honors from Universidad Autónoma 

Metropolitana (Mexico City). She earned a M.Sc. in Geography from UNAM (2009) with a thesis 

about deforestation in Mexico which was awarded as best thesis. She has continued her academic 

training as a Ph.D. candidate in Geography at the Centre for Research in Centro de Investigaciones 

en Geografía Ambiental (CIGA), UNAM, Campus Morelia, México. Her research focuses on the 

implementation and development of land use/cover change models in conjunction with the 

impact of deforestation processes on the distribution of biodiversity. As an important part of her 

formation are two short periods of international research at the Utrecht University (2011) and 
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