Estuarine keystone species in a changing world

how do potential vulnerable stages of tiddler crabs respond to
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of the fiddler crab Leptfuca thayeri the different zones: soil surface and above and below ground.

Black lines represent thermal limits (TLs) of each species (L. thayeri —
Portinho mangrove; G. borealis — Tung Chung mangrove) and
reproductive status (NO: non-ovigerous females/OV: ovigerous
females). Dots are the extremes values above species’ TLs
observed in all loggers from each zone and day. Asterisks mean
significant differences between reproductive status. Estimations
were made with temperature loggers (iButtons).
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EXPECTED CONTRIBUTIONS

« Bridge some gaps concerning estuarine organisms in a changing world, an understudied group in the South Atlantic;
« Support theoretical models and future studies on ectotherms and climate change;

« Communication of our results to general public and decision-makers.
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