Profile and Experience of Visitors-Divers in Marine Protected Areas Exposed to
Different Management Contexts
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Well-managed marine protected areas (MPAs) safeguard wildlife and preserve the
health of ecosystems, making them attractive to wildlife tourism. Diving tourism, besides
its economic benefits, provide an important tool for raising awareness and engagement
in society for the conservation of biodiversity and associated ecosystem services.

Alternative
to Fishing

Thus, considering that MPAs are efficient means to conserve biodiversity and ensure
ecosystem services and that management characteristics affect their effectiveness, this
project aims to assess the profile and experience recreational divers who visit three
different MPAs.
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Fig 3: Marine Protect Areas where the project will be carried out.

Fewer impacts
Fig 1: The benefits of diving tourism.

However, when poorly managed, recreational diving may negatively impact marine biota,
reducing the diversity and complexity of fish assemblages and benthic organisms, and thus
affecting visitor satisfaction and tourism potential in the region [1]. Understanding the
influence of the human dimension on the dynamics and magnitude of diving impacts has
proved to be as important as measuring the ecologic effects of the activity [2, 3].

Social and Ecological Contexts

The research seeks to investigate the relationships between the demographic
characteristics of the divers, the aspects of their experience and the management of
MPAs. Interviews will be conducted through semi-structured questionnaires applied to
divers approaching aspects of the quality of the diving experience, including
demographic characteristics, travel cost, divers specialization, preferences, motivations,
satisfaction and social carrying capacity. The initiative intends to build knowledge
regarding the influence of the management of MPAs on the experience of divers as well
as to provide subsidies for the planning of recreational diving in MPAs under different
contexts and management regimes.
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Public support to conservation polices
Fig 2: Conceptual framework used in this study. The experience is influenced by the social and ecological context of the
visitor and the attitudes and behaviors are influenced by previous experiences affect public support for conservation
policies [4].
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